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Soroptimist of Arkansas City Awards $1,000 Live Your Dream Scholarship to
Local Nursing Student

Soroptimist International of Arkansas City is proud to an-
nounce thaDionne Baxtehas been selected as the
— recipient of the 2025 Live Your Dream Award, receiving a
- $1,000 scholarship to support her educational journey.
Dionne is currently pursuing her Licensed Practical Nurse
(LPN) certification through WSU Tech, with plans to
graduate in May 2025. She has worked as a certified nurse
and medication aide for two years and is dedicated to

. 4 expanding her skills to better serve her community.
(OLARSHI ptin‘nistlnternatum ¥

f the Americas, Inc ;: g il | ove what [ d 0, but [ kK nc
. my community, 0 Dtermmgoaleiste har e
return to school in the Regi

The Live Your Dream Award is a signature Soroptimist pro-
gram that provides financial assistance to women who are
the primary financial support for their families, helping them
achieve their educational and career goals. The Arkansas
City club is honored to support Dionne as she works toward
her dream of becoming a nurse.

Soroptimist Girls RecbyYererziedgat
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Shown left to rigtory Palmer, Jasmine Calvo, Reagan George, Presi Tharp, Lydia Lyman, Kyleigh Schmidt,
Kierslynn Waggoner.

Pictured above are the high school seniors hoSoregptasist Girlsat our meeting on February 26th.
Thank you to the Board members who worked to make this inspiring luncheon meeting successful:
Donaldson, Pam Zimmerman, and Tricia Blatchford.

Our Club has been honodand encouraging outstanding girls since 1957, and several years ago we adde
Soroptimist Girl Scholarship to our list of named scholarships.
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Human Trafficking Event Held March 10t nh

I n observance of lnternd
Soroptimist sponsored a Human Trafficking Prese e Human TraffiekifE
March 1@ Cowley County Undersheriff Christina McD laartity and Restence

Undersheriff Christina McDona

an outstanding program ti Coviey Countysherits Ofice N SN SN I ol G
Resiliencedo with great irn '- her a

Day,

abduction, fraud or coercion, for an improper purpo
ingorced labor or sexual explaitation

THE STATS: Above: Christina McDonald during presenta-
The International Labor Otion and on left are some of the participants.
ganization estimates therdhank you to Tricia Blatchford and Karen
are 40.3 MILLION victims4gller for the efforts to bring this important
human trafficking globallytopic to our local community.

80% of them are trapped in

forced labor. 25% of them

are children. 75% are
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women and girls. How to take actior
Cowley County 2024 Acducate yourself about online
reported 101 Missing traffickers and how they use social

| 0 2 &Smembers Karen, Tricia, Persons (runaway juvenile); _ _
Linda Neal, and Pam Zimmerman3 reported sexual Offensegnedia for recruitment

g .. (Rape, Sexual Assault, juve- o _
Sl/Ponca City, OK human trafficki e offenses); 3 reported Arust your instinct something

event in late January. stalking. seems off, report it

Signs of Human Tr af fi c/sippot survivor organizations
Are there multiple people living in one space?

Are people living with their employer or at their job site? and advocate for stronger pO|ICIeS
Are there bruises or other signs of physical abuse? y

Is the person submissive, depressive, or fearful? Aducate otherspread aware-

Is there evidence of the inability to move or leave a job? ness locally

Are minors not in class during school hours?

Does the minor have a fboyf ri\atch for red flagss noticeabl
Does the person show signs of drug addiction?

Does the minor refer to sexual situations that areppoopgate? *Know who is qualified to help

Is the person inappropriately dressed for the weather? L

Is the person accompanied by someone who seems controlling\'gcums

Does the person appear hungry or malnourished?

Are there sudden changes in attire, behavior or material possessions?
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A Night to Remember—Chartering of El Dorado’s Soroptimists:

From Left...Faith Loomis, First President; Freda Schirley, District Director from Kansas
City; Ora Forest, Regional Governor; and Lillie Sanders, President of Soroptimist
International of Augusta, El Dorado’s sponsoring club.
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I My wish for women & girls

My friends, every day is a new beginning. Feel
the sun, take a deep breath, smile, and
welcome new challenges! Together, let us rise
to meet 2025 with hope and determination.
May this be the year we reach even more

women and girls, equipping them with the _
< tools and confidence to dream boldly and
succeed beyond limits. Together, we can
create a brighter future where every woman
and girl is empowered to live her dream.

-Ginger Cole

2024-2025 President
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Sl: Kansas City had a busy spring!
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April: We honored our Live Your Dreams awardees, elected the

2025 - 2026 officers and trustees, inducted a new member, Terri

Goddard, and invited all of you to get jazzed up for the 2026 SCR
Conference scheduled in Kansas C|ty on Apr|I 24-25, 2026.

We congratulate our President-Elect, Mysti Meiers
as a recipient of the South Central Region
Outstanding Soroptimist Member award!
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The Spotlight
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